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SUBJECT 
(Unol) Analysis of Photos 
COMMENT NO. I 


Lt Rothstein/, 
66361/Bläg 2630/8 D-28 
are photographs taken by a U.S, Coast Guard photographer. We would like 


Inclosed 
these photographs analyzed. 
Chop 


2 Incls L, BOWER, Colonel, USAF 
1. Ltr ata 7/21/52 w/photo Chief, Technical Analysis Division 
(in , Air Technical Intelligence Center 
2, Wire, Hq USAF (in dupl) 
EE in GW 
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TO ATIAA-5 MW ` DATE AUG 28 سينا‎ ENT NO. 2 


Attn: Captain Ruppelt - Mr. C ms 
31381/817/m119 | 
1. A study has been completed of the Coast Guard negative of unknown aerial 

objects. - : Å full report to describe the steps in this study will be sent to you in a 


short time. Until it is completed, this brief swmary will contain the findings of 
tne zn. Reconnaissence Laboratory. 


2. The central point in question is the apparent brightness of the 4 objects 
coupled with the total absence of any corresponding highlights or reflections of these 
objects from the automobiles in the picture. The brigntness of these objects would 
eppear to be of the same order of magnitude as the reflections of the sun in the chro- 
mium bumpers and trim of the automobiles. This is indicated by the inclosed prints in 
Series A, numbered on the reverse side in pencil, and representing: A-1 is normal 
print exposure time, A-2 is double this exoosure time, A-3 is four times, end All is 
eight times. 


3. Further examination of the Series A nrints shows no trace of highlights on 
the automobiles caused by the objects. All bright spots that can be seen are direct- 
ly related to the sun, which is to the rear and to the left of the camera position. 
There are, however, surfaces which should show highlights, eg, the auto directly under 
the largest object. It is obviously a fairly new car, with average polish to the 
paint. Yet nowhere on the roof is any suggestion of an overhead illumination directly 
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"Analysis of Photos" (Uncl) AUG 2 8 1952 


4. This point has been tested experimentally in the Series B and 0 prints. A 
standard studio photoflood lemp was placed above and some 50 ftkeyond a row of parked 
&utomobiles beside the Photographic Reconnaissance laboratory. A camera vas set up 
on an elevated platform, about 200 ft from the central auto in the photograph, indi- 
cated by the photoflood lamp appearing directly above it. The Series B prints show 
the cars with the lamp tumed off, wnile the Series 0 prints show the same scene with 
the lamp on. An unmistekable bright line highlight can be seen in the car appearing 
directly under the lamp, a highlight which is not there when the lamp is off, A 
similer bright line shoulâ be seen somewhere on the top of the cor in the Series A 
prints, heâ distant bright objects been actually located as indicated, 


5. Series D prints show how easy it is to construct a hoax by meens of double 
exposure. The glowing objects, hovering over the Photogravhic Reconnaissence Lab- 
oretory are multiple exoosures of a simple street lemo, steuchion tyne. The film 
was multiply exposed at night, with a dark view field surrounding the lerm. The day- 
time exposure of the building was carefully oriented to produce the aerial hovering 
effect. However, the fravå is indicated because no highlights my be seen in the 
cc y a (The possibility of building shading in Series D is not existent in 
Series A). 


6. It is therefore concluded that the authenticity of the picture, taken by the 
Coast Guard photographer, is open to serious doubt. 


f 
"Mord, Å u SANE 
ADANIN Be AVERY, ColonÊL, USAF 


Cnief, Photo Reconnaissance Lab 
Veapons Comonents Division 


1. Incl 
Series A (4 Prints 
Series B (4 Prints 
Series 0 (u Prints 
Series D (2. Prints 
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AFM DE AIR PARR PRA. E CRYPTO-GEN £i 
PP JEDEN JEDWP 222 
DF. JEPHQ 78C 
P 1721222 
FM HQ USAF vASKDEY 
TO JEDEN/CGAIRDEFCOM ENT AFB COLO 


FROM AFOIN 53833 ATIC ATTN ATIAA-2C. THE FOLLOWING 
CABLE. FROM CGAS SALEM MASS IS GUOTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION CLN 
"SUSPICIOUS OBJECTS UNIDENTIFIABLE SIGHTED BY 2 RELIABLE FNLISTFD 
MEN THIS UNIT AT 29350 FROM AIR STATION. 4 OBJECTS CIRCULAR IN 
SHAPE. IN V FORMATION APPARENTLY OVER BEVERLY MASSACHUSETTS LOW 
ALTITUDE. ORIGINALLY SIGHTED BY STATION PHOTOGRAPHER. ATTENTION 
ATTRACTED BY VERY BRIGHT LICHT. CLEAR PHOTOGRAPH OBTAINED. COPIFS 
BEING AIRMAILED THIS DATE TO ACTION AND INFORMATION ADFFS, 
WEATHER, CLEAR. THIN BROKEN 28022 FEET VISIBILITY 6 MILFS WINDS 
SOUTHWEST 8 KNOTS ALTIMFTER 3005 TEMP 84" $ 
17/2132Z JUL JEPHQ 


July 1952 


On 16 July 1952 a photograph of four objects was taken by the USCG 
station photographer at Salem, Massachusetts. The photograph was 
submitted to ATIC for analysis and the analysis was completed on 

1 Aug 52. Analysis was made from the original negative which was returned 
to the Coast Guard at their request, The results of this analysis in- 
dicated that the photo was a hoax. Extensive photographs were taken under 
similar conditions. Failure of the light source to cast reflections on 
the highly polished cars below indicated that the light was not outside 
and it was assumed by the analyst at the time, that the photo was a double 
exposure and for this reason was a hoax. A subseguent examination of this 
photo was made in October 1963 and the following analysis is indicated as 
a more probable cause. 


The photo was taken through a window with a 4/5 Busch Pressman Camera 
(135 MM Fh.T Reptar lens with Rapax shutter, loaded with 4/5 Super XX cut 
film). The photographer observed several lights which seemed to be 
wavering. He observed the lights for 5 or 6 seconds and grabbed the 
comera, which had been on a nearby table. The focus was edjusted to in- 
finity. The photographer pulled the slide in preperation for the picture 
when he noticed that the lights had dimmed. He assumed at the time that 
the object he saw was a reflection. He ran out of the room to get an 
additional witness, and upon returning noticed that the lights were again 
brilliant. When they went to the window the lights were gone. He again 
stated that perhaps some sort of refraction or ground reflection could 
possibly account for the lights. 


The following points are deemed pertínant to analysis. The camera was 
focused on infinity and the picture taken through a window. As the 
witness approached the window the objects dimmed, as he returned to his 
point of initial observation anâ at the second observation as he reentered 
the room the lights were egain brilliant. The objects as photographed, 
appear fuzzy and out of focus. The cars and buildings outside are sharply 
outlined. The window frame inside the building is out of focus. All four 
objects have the same outline anâ general configuration, in spite of ihe 
blurring. 


Conclusion: It is believed that the photos represent light reflections 
from an interior source (probably the ceiling lights) on the window 

through which the photo wes taken, With the cemera set on infinity the 
window would be more out of focus than the lights. The lights would still 
be out of focus since the distance from the lights to the window and back 
to the camera lens would still be shorter than the distance reguired for 
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UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 


ADDRESS لدم‎ To: . 


CPI 
COMMANDANT 1 August 1952 
HEADQUARTERS 


WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 


. 

Captain 

Air Force Technical Intelligence 
Wright Patterson Air Force Base 
Dayton, Ohio 


yN Dear Captain Wm 
At the request of Major Fournet, Air Force Intelligence, Pentagon, 
Washington, we are sending you the original negative of the aerial 
phenomena photograph for your scrutiny. 


When you have finished with it, we would like to have it back. 


Very truly yours, 


Acting Chief, Public. Information 
Division 


Enel-Original Negative 
U. Se Coast Guard Official Photo # 5554 
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UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 


CPI 
COMMANDANT 18 August, 1952 
U. 8. COAST GUARD 


MEADGUARTERS 
WASHINGTON 28, D.C. 


: Center 
Wright Patterson Air Force Base 
Dayton, Ohio 


Dear Captain Will 


in accordance with the telephonic request of Major D. J. J. Fournet, 
we are forwarding herewith two depositions and investigation repart of 
unusual aerial phenomena. This material, previously classified secret, 
has been declassified. 


Very truly yours, 


ICDR, USCG 
Acting Chief, Public Information Division 


Deposition gee 
Deposition 
Agent's rep: 
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Flying Saucers, Disks, or What? 
The Camera Catches 4 of Th 


‘The Coast Guard said it had 
no opinion as fo the cause or 


tical sha! 
light extending across Its cene’ d 
ter.and protruding at.the for« “considerably dimmed down.” , 


. Flying Saucers?—A Co 


Coast Guard 
Gets Picture of 
“Objects” in Sky 


“Sancer' in a Parking Lot, å 


Shown ju Photo of Four, | 
Proves To Be White Rock 


° By£.B. Allen 
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Herald Tribune—United Press from United States Coast Guard 


> 
WASHINGTON, Aug. 1—Coast! 
Guard headquarters today released 
a picture of “four round objects”! 
or lights snapped when they ap- 
peared briefly in the sky near the 
Salem, Mass. Coast Guard air 
Station at 9:35 a.m, July 16. It 
saìd the “phenomenal photograph” 
was the first daylight one ever 
made “of—what are they?" but 
emphasized that the Coast Guard 
was in no way sponsoring the 
reality of “flying saucers,” 
Officials who gave the picturesj 
to the press said they vouched! 
only for the fact that the original) 
had been taken by Shell R. Alpert, 
a twenty-oneeyear-old ° Coast 
Guard photographer, of Denver, in 


3 
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Photograph released by the Coast Guard yesterday made July 16 by Shell R. Alpert at Coast Guard Air Station in Salem, Mass. - 


the presence of Thémirg Flaherty, 
of Marbtehead, Mass.,-a hospital-| | 
man first class at the air station.) | 
The Coast Guard did sayll | 
that the negative had not been‘) 
“tampered with in any way," The 
officials added” that the four | 


“objects” ty it resembled a salvo | | 
burst of, can from un anti-air-!| | 
craft battery but said there was 


no Army or Navy firing range in 
the vicinity of Salem. 
“Saucer” in Parking Lot | 
Only after the pictures had been 
given out did Coast Guard head-' 
quarters discover what appeared 
to be a far more perfect “saucer” 
than the aerial lights neatly ll 
grounded at the edge of a parking -| 
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١7 AF Studying 
Photograph of | 
Disk Formation, 


Believes What's Proved. | 
In the Salem picture, the fly- 


much, he said. 
Lyouldn't know. Capt, Ruppelt 
is-a trained observer, who mak 


an air station in Salem, 
"What Are They?” called its picture 
and described the objects in the sky as. "brilliant lights.” 


rm 


a clear picture with the lens setting on infinity. The objects outside 
the building would be in focus. The apparant brightness of the reflection 
would decrease as the photographer appronched the window. The initial 
analysis indicating the magnitude of the light and substantistion 
of fact that the light source was not external is correct. There is no 
indication of any attempt to perpertrate a hoax. The photo received is 
similar to many others taken through windows which have been confirmed as 
reflections of an interior light source. Had the camera been focused for 
a shorter distance the outlines of the interior light sources would have 
been sharper. It is believed that there is sufficient evidence to sub- 


stantiate the evaluation of this photo as reflections of internal light 
sources. 


å ( COPY 
. Treasury Department AU. 
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06-2947 (8-47) AGENT'S REPORT . 


SUBJECT REPORTING UNIT 


Unidentified airborne objects; Observation o Intelligence, 10GD(op1) 
report of 


ORIGIN OF CASE 
17 July 1952 


Commander, First Coast Guard District (opl) [DISTRIBUTION 


C1CGD 
OIN 
file 


. This investigation was predicated on information received from the 
CO, Coast Guard Air Station, Salem, Massachusetts, concerning unidentificd 
airborne objects sighted near the Air Station. 


AO 292-52.) SN, official photographer for the Air 
Station was int. ewed at 0845, 17 July 1952, in the photo lab at the 
Air Station. Statement enclosed, 
— 273-206) HM, was interviewed in the sick bay 
at the Air Station at 0930, 17 July 1952, Statement enclosed, 
The above are the only known eye-witnesses to subject objects, No 


factual information could be learned concerning the size, shape, altitude, 
speed, sound or direction of motion, of the objects. 


All personnel interviewed or guestioned were informed that any in- 
formation concerning the objects was "SECRET" and should not be discussed 
with any one without permission from the CO, 


a حت‎ 
a JANAP 146 A 


F.G.E. 
Encls: 
(a) Statement of | 
(b) Statement of Declassified 4 
(c) Photos 7-29-52 F.G.E. 


CERTIFIED TO BE A TRUE COPY: 
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STATEMENT OF UNUSUAL OCCURANCES OBSERVED AND PHOTOGRAPHED APPROXIMATELY 
0935, 16 July, 1952 from photo office window, U. S. COAST GUARD AIR STATION, 
Salem, Mass, by Station Photographers 


I was sitting in the Photo Office filing negatives with my back toward the 
window when I turned slightly in the direction of the window and noticed 
something bright outside. I observed the sky and saw what appeared to be 
several bright — almost brilliant — lights slightly on the starboard side 
of the power plant smoke stacks. I could not determine: 


l- Size of lights 

2- Number of lights 

3- Altitude of lights 

h- Sound, if any 

5- Speed of lights, if any 

6- Direction of lateral or vertical motion 
7- Shape of lights 


The color temperature of the lights was a high number of Kelvin degrees— 
extremely brilliant and white, They seemed to be wavering but I am-not 
certain of this, I observed these lights for possibly 5 or 6 seconds 
and then turned to a 4/5 Busch Pressmah Camera (135 MM F4.7 Rapter 
lens with a Rapax shutter, loaded with 4/5 Super XX cut film). I had this 
camera on the desk in order to clean the lens and was not certain there 
was film in it, I adjusted the focusing scale roughly to infinity, pulled 
the slide and prepared to shoot the picture when I noticed the lights were 
considerably dimmed down, I assumed that what I had seen was merely some 
sort of reflection, but I rushed out of the lab into the Sick Bay and got 
HMI to come back to the window with me. As I entered the 
office, I noticed that the lights were again burning brightly and without 
saying anything to dived for the camera and hit the shutter, 
after which I told to look out and as he and I did there was a momentary 
flash and we could no longer see any lights, I developed the film wnich 
was exposed at about 1/50th second, f 4.7; in Dektol 1:1 for about 3 3/4 minutes, 
the developing agent immediately at hand, After I had fixed and washed the 
negative, I took it to CDR. TF XO for his examination. 


It was an xtremely hot day and I think that perhaps some sort of refraction 
of ground rellections could possibly have accounted for the lights, but in 
my estimation this is an improbable explanation. The lens was quite dirty 
and so was the window screen, I cannot in all honesty say that I saw objects 
or aircraft, merely some manner of lights. 


Submitted 17 July, 1952 


| 

| »الوك 
tation Photographer |‏ 

| 


CERTIFIED TO BE A TRUE COPY: 


Declassified 7-29-52 
F.G.E, | 


W. D. STRAUCH, JR., LCDR, USCG 
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UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 
Address reply to: 
File: 
17 July, 1952. ^ 


Statement of unusual occurance observed by Base Hospitalman at approximately 
0930, 16 July, 1952, from photo lab window, CG Air Station, Salem, Mass, 


While working on daily reports I was summoned by Base Photographer, one 
SW, SN(PH) who called me to hurry and look at airborne lights. 
Looking out the window to the North West there appeared to be what was thought 
to be a quick flash, I actually could not say that it was anything. It could 
have been reflections from passing cars or from the ocean. 


Declassified 7-29-52 
F«G,E, 
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SUMMIT" (Unclassified) Keporting of Information on 
Unconventional Aìrcrafb (Salen, Lassacnusetts) 
SPECIAL IN VIRKE 


Fur Director of Svacial investigations 
Headquarters, Uca 
sashlagton 25, Ue Ce 


DOSES 


al Xx. 1952, at approximately 0935 hours, ا‎ A 
USCG Station Fhotographer, Us 5, Joasb G ALP o tatloa, 
Salem, las3., observed four (4) unidentified airborne objects west of 
the station, å photograph of the objecta vas taken. No activity or 
condition developed that accounts for sighting, 


TASS 


5 hours, 16 July 1952, a telephone call vas received from 
Commander, USCG, Cowsanding Officer, U, 5, Coast Guard 
Air Station, Salam, kasa., raporting that two of his ren hed observed 
unusual airborne objests at approximately 0935 hours, 16 ag | 1752, und 
that one of the ven tad taken a photogrank of the objects ai a 2 
1952, Commander NO CIS was contacted by Special Agen و‎ \ 
and the following inforeation obtained; 


ER — USCG, Station Photographer, U.S. 
Coast Guard Air Station, “alem, Nass., noticed a very brilliant lizht în 


the sky west of the station. MD» :xabbed his camera cnd took a photo- 

graph of the brilliant Licht, ie y 2713206 

iMel, USCG, who waa in the same building and also sam a bright 1129 ån 

the oxy. ART furnished the following information, ! 


mn a 


AR 
WIDE ACCIEIU 5 m. NES YEN 
UNDLASSIFIE Dpownerapt". 


Wook Ph0=259 UNCLASSIFIED 


be Three (3) objects glowing bright and then Light and lise 
appeared Like a light being dimmed with a rheosta Ubjects anpeared 
to waver slightly and slow aa a Light uoures, er could nob determine 
tia shape nor formation, aepodynamio features, or Fr sysban. 

did nob see any trail, exhaust, or maneuvers, did not hear 
any sound and could not tell if the objects were coving, After ALDER 
daveloped the photograph, he nobed that there was a difference ân nunbers 
than what he had observed, 


€. Objects vightod by OPP: approrimtely 0935 hours, 16 
July 1952 and were observed for approximately 25 ~ 30 seconds, 


Ubserved vy «i through a fine mesh screen window, Photoe‏ ول 
graph yas taken through the same window with a 4 x 5 Dusch cvessman, with‏ 
an f 4,7 raptar lens, 135 sm, with aetbings of Y 4,7 ot 1/50th of a second,‏ 
on Kodak Super 44 filas‏ 


f. “MID bas boon a manber of the U, 2, Coast Guard for one und 
one-half years, and previously attended the Art Conter School, Los Angeles, 
California, mi»: a renbep of the U, 3, Navy for bwo yoars, seven 
months, and U, 5, Coast Guard for five years, four months, Cormande 


advised an % s an excellent photographer, and that both ¿lo and 


very stable und reliable,‏ و 


@ Weather conditions, as reported by U, 5, Coast Cuard Station 
Aerology Office for 0523 hours, 16 July 1952, ars as follows: thin, broken 
clouds at 20,000 ft., visibility six (6) miles, wind ooutavest colgat (3) 
knobs, altineter oabbìng 3.05, Lonperature Sâ? Fe 


Wo astivity or condition la known that might account for the‏ مط 
sighting. *‏ 


« 


A. Photoyrana taken of the objaota la attached as an inclosure, 


3. Ho Intercestor or identification action taken, Sighting of 
objacta waa nob reported to Commander, until approximately fifteen 
to thirty minutes after thay were observed, 


confirmed bios and place of sighting and stated he 
wea of the opinion that the light in tha sky vas a reflection of a plane 
or light reflected off an cutonobile windsbidd, «lll could give no 
further account of bhe sighting. 


روعالا . 
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Two (2) copias of this reporb will bə formardad to tha Couaanding 


Ganeral, Air MA Command, irighb=Pabberson hår I 


“oce Basa, Dayton, 


Ghio, Atta:tiont NCIS, So further action taken hy this District, 


Kaai 


1 Ineis RUBERT KL u 
Photo of dbjeote (trip) Major, USAF 


“eer CG, AMC, w/Inel (dup) 


